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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 16-409, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
16-409.  Certain school districts; mail ballot elections; report 4 
A.  Notwithstanding section 16-558, a city, town or school district may 5 

conduct a mail ballot election.  A mail ballot election shall be conducted as 6 
otherwise prescribed by article 8.1 of this chapter.  7 

B.  Cities, towns or School districts that conduct mail ballot 8 
elections pursuant to subsection A of this section shall report to the 9 
president of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives by 10 
January 1 of each year immediately following a mail ballot election.  The 11 
report shall include the following: 12 

1.  Changes in voter turnout. 13 
2.  Relative costs of mail ballot elections compared to traditional 14 

elections. 15 
3.  Suggestions for improvements or refinements in the mail ballot 16 

program. 17 
4.  Frequency and severity of mail ballot irregularities. 18 
5.  Voter satisfaction with the election process. 19 
6.  Number of nondeliverable ballots. 20 
Sec. 2.  Heading change 21 
The article heading of title 16, chapter 4, article 8.1, Arizona 22 

Revised Statutes, is changed from "OPTIONAL SPECIAL DISTRICT MAIL BALLOT 23 
ELECTIONS" to "OPTIONAL MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS". 24 

Sec. 3.  Section 16-558, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 25 
16-558.  Mail ballot election option; declaration 26 
A.  Notwithstanding section 16-225, a special district as described in 27 

title 48 may conduct a mail ballot election if the governing board BODY of 28 
the special district obtains approval from the board of supervisors of the 29 
county in which the special district or greater part of the special district 30 
is located before publishing the call of election as provided in section 31 
16-227. 32 

B.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THIS STATE, A COUNTY, A CITY OR A 33 
TOWN MAY CONDUCT A MAIL BALLOT ELECTION AS FOLLOWS: 34 

1.  FOR A STATEWIDE ELECTION, INCLUDING AN ELECTION FOR UNITED STATES 35 
SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS OR THE LEGISLATURE AND AN ELECTION ON A 36 
STATEWIDE BALLOT MEASURE, THE GOVERNOR, AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE SECRETARY 37 
OF STATE, THE COUNTY RECORDERS AND THE COUNTY OFFICERS IN CHARGE OF 38 
ELECTIONS, MAY DECLARE THAT A STATEWIDE ELECTION SHALL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY 39 
BY MAIL BALLOT.  THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE THAT DECLARATION NO LATER THAN 40 
NINETY DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE SCHEDULED ELECTION. 41 

2.  FOR A COUNTY ELECTION, THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AFTER 42 
CONSULTATION WITH THE COUNTY RECORDER, MAY DECLARE THAT A COUNTY ELECTION 43 
SHALL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY BY MAIL BALLOT.  THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 44 
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SHALL MAKE THAT DECLARATION NO LATER THAN NINETY DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE 1 
SCHEDULED ELECTION. 2 

3.  FOR A CITY OR TOWN ELECTION, THE CITY OR TOWN COUNCIL, AFTER 3 
CONSULTATION WITH THE CITY OR TOWN OFFICER IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS, MAY 4 
DECLARE THAT A CITY OR TOWN ELECTION SHALL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY BY MAIL 5 
BALLOT.  THE CITY OR TOWN COUNCIL SHALL MAKE THAT DECLARATION NO LATER THAN 6 
NINETY DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE SCHEDULED ELECTION. 7 

B.  C.  Except as otherwise provided in this article, special district 8 
mail ballot elections shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of 9 
article 8 of this chapter.  10 

Sec. 4.  Section 16-558.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 11 
read: 12 

16-558.01.  Mailing of ballots 13 
Not more than thirty-three days before the election and not fewer than 14 

fifteen days before the election the county recorder or other officer in 15 
charge of elections for the special district shall send by first class mail 16 
all official ballots with printed instructions and a return envelope bearing 17 
a printed ballot affidavit as described in section 16-547 to each qualified 18 
elector entitled to vote in the election.  The envelope in which the ballot 19 
is mailed shall be clearly marked "Do not forward.  Return to sender.  Return 20 
postage guaranteed.  Address correction requested."  The district governing 21 
board PERSON OR GOVERNING BODY WITH AUTHORITY TO DECLARE A MAIL BALLOT 22 
ELECTION PURSUANT TO SECTION 16-558 shall determine whether the voter or the 23 
district governing board BODY will pay for the postage for the return of 24 
electors' marked ballots.  An elector who votes in a special district mail 25 
ballot election shall return the elector's marked ballot to the recorder or 26 
other officer in charge of the election or to a designated depository site as 27 
provided in section 16-411 no later than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the 28 
election.  29 

Sec. 5.  Section 16-558.02, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 30 
read: 31 

16-558.02.  Replacement ballots 32 
A.  The county recorder or other officer in charge of the election 33 

shall determine a central location in the district JURISDICTION for electors 34 
to obtain a replacement ballot.  The location shall be open until 7:00 p.m. 35 
of the day of the election.  An elector may obtain a replacement ballot until 36 
7:00 p.m. on the day of the election on presentation of a signed, sworn 37 
statement that the ballot was lost, spoiled, destroyed or not received. 38 

B.  The recorder or other officer in charge of elections shall keep a 39 
record of each replacement ballot provided pursuant to this section. 40 

C.  If an elector to whom a replacement ballot is issued votes more 41 
than once, only the first ballot received shall be counted.  42 
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